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stones. He ate the peas and threw the stones at
his companion, calling him an idle fellow and
saying, " Here are pebbles for your idleness/'
The believer in luck took the blows with
equanimity, gathering the stones into a little heap
and knotting them in a corner of his turban, so
that at least they might not be cast at him a
second time.
In the morning the Rajah and the Dewan came
to see how the two men had fared. The Rajah
observed that the parcel had been taken down and
opened,
"You may depart/' he said, "and for your
reward you may each keep what you have taken
from the bag that was tied to the ceiling/'
The one walked off with nothing more than the
peas he had eaten; the other carried away the
diamonds. The Dewan turned to the Rajah
saying:
"Sire, you see that there is such a thing as
luck, but it is as rare as peas mixed with diamonds/'
Fakirs are more often seen in the north than in
the south of India, except at Hyderabad. The
Deccan, being still under Muslim rule, welcomes
the Fakir, and he finds no lack of patrons and
supporters.